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Unit 2  Book Two
Section A   Environmental Protection Throuhghout the World 
Teaching Objevtives

After learning this unit, Ss are supposed to be able to 
· talk about the pollution in our environment.

· find out how to protect our environment.
· grasp the key language points and grammatical structures in the texts in Section A and B.

· learn to write a paragraph of a problem-solution pattern.

· improve their reading skill---- finding out word meanings.

· conduct a series of reading, listening, speaking and writing activities.

Time Allotment
1st and 2nd period------ Pre-reading Activites

3rd and 4th period------While-reading Activites

5th and 6th period -----Post-reading Activites and Section B

7th and 8th period------Listening and Speaking 

Teaching Contents

I. Important Points 

A. Key words and phrases: 

Section A: undertake, initialtive , reverse , sponsor, impact, spring up, regardless of, as result of, aim at, lead to

Section B: vacant, option, characterize, comparable, work on, coordinate one's efforts to, lead into
B. Key Sentence Patterns  

  1) But it remains to be seen …某事尚未可知

  2) A, together with B, is/does...A和B是

3) clause+present participle phrase从句+分词短语

II. Difficult Points

1. The following are a few examples of countries undertaking new environmental initiatives.

Undertaking为现在分词修饰countries

2. But it remains to be seen whether these measures will have enough impact to slow the rate of removing the forests. 
It 为形式主语，真实主语为whether引导的从句
Teaching Procedures
I. Pre-reading Activities  

A. Warm-up Activities
a) Work in pairs to discuss the following questions to learn about enviroment

1) What is environment? 

2) Why is environment so important?

3) Do you know pollution in environment?

4) What do you know about pollutio9n in China, your hometown or the city you are staying in?

b) Work in groups to discuss the following questions. 

1) Why shoud we protect our environment?

2) What do you know about environmental protection?

3) What are the measures taken by the government ?

4) As a college student, what can we do in uour daily life to protect our environment?

From our discussions, different conclusions can be drawn as follows:
A. Talk about the definition of environment

Environment is the complex of physical, chemical and biotic factors that act upon an organism or an ecological community and ultimately determine its form and survival.
B. Questions for answer

1. Why are most countries not concerned  about environmental awareness?
Most countries are more interested in economic development than world environment.
2. Which two countries have taken steps to protect their rain forests?
Costa Rica and Brazil have taken steps to protect their rain forests.
3. Which is the most polluted industrial area in the world? What is the result of this pollution?    
Many rivers, land, and forests in Eastern Europe are the most polluted industrial area in the world. And they are biologically dead.
B. Background information
1. Grand Banks is a vast extension of the ocean off southeast Newfoundland(纽芬兰岛) in the North Atlantic, one of the world’s greatest cod-fishing grounds. Visit the website http://www.chebucto.ns.ca/Heritage/NGB/ to learn more about Canada’s fishing industry.

2.The Amazon Rainforest is the world’s greatest natural resource—the most powerful and bio-actively diverse natural phenomenon on the planet.

Yet still it is being destroyed just like other rainforests around the world. The problem and the solution to rainforest destruction are both economic. Rainforests are being destroyed worldwide for the profits they yield—mostly harvesting unsustainable resources like timber, for cattle and agriculture, and for subsistence cropping by rainforest inhabitants
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Ecology is the study of  the relationships among plants, animals, people, and their environment and the balance among these relationships. An ecologist may study the behavior of individuals. Among the characteristics studied would be the old-gathering techniques of individuals, the survival adaptations against predation, etc.

C. Key Words and Their Collocations 

1. regardless of: in spite of

We will persevere regardless of past failures.

尽管以前我们失败过，但仍要坚持下去

He went on talking, regardless of my feelings on the matter.

c.f. with/in regard to=as regards=regarding  

      关于；至于；就······而论

2. spring up: appear, develop 

New houses were springing up all over the town. 

新房屋在全镇拔地而起。

New theatres and arts centers sprang up all over the country.

3. initiative n. 1). [C] action taken to solve a  difficulty  or power to take action  解决困难所采取的行动，主动权

2). [U] ability to see what needs to be 

    done and try to do it 进取精神

The government is making some fresh initiatives to try to deal with the problem. 

政府正在采取某些新的积极行动，来设法解决这一问题。

The initiative has passed to us.

主动权已转到了我们一方。

I wish my son would show a bit more initiative. 

我希望儿子能表现出更多的进取精神。

It is hoped that the government’s initiative will bring the strike to an end. 

4. conflict n. 1). opposing; difference; clash 冲突，抵触

2). struggle; fight 斗争，战斗

           vi. be against; clash 与······相反, 抵触, 冲突

Such a view has led to great conflict. 

这样的一种观点引起很大的意见分歧。

A conventional conflict might become a nuclear war. 

一场常规战有可能会变成核战争。

The statements of the two girls conflict. 

这两个女孩的陈述不一样。

5. sponsor vt. 1) support...by giving money 赞助

             2) initiate; hold 发起，倡议 

             n. [C] one who sponsors something赞助商

The football match is sponsored by a big company.  

这次足球比赛是由一家大公司赞助的。  

He sponsored the plan at the meeting.  

他在会上倡议了这一计划。  

The sponsors of a television program pay the costs of making the program. 

电视节目赞助人出资承担编制节目的费用

6.impact  SHAPE \* MERGEFORMAT 



 SHAPE \* MERGEFORMAT 




 SHAPE \* MERGEFORMAT 



Her speech made a great impact on everyone. 
她的发言对每个人都产生了极大的影响。

The cup hit the wall and broke on impact. 

杯子碰在墙上时碎掉了。

These accidents will impact (on) our school's name. 

这些事故会影响到我们学校的声誉。

Notice that “impact” as a verb has both a transitive and intransitive use, just as the above example shows clearly. 
7.

impact: 强烈的、有冲击性的影响。如：
    How will the war impact on such a poet?

    战争对这样一个诗人会产生什么影响?

affect： 着重“影响”的动作, 含有“对······产生不利影 

              响”的意思。 如:

    This article will affect my thinking.

    这篇文章将会影响我的思想。

influence：潜移默化的影响。如:

    Influenced by a high-school biology teacher, 

    he took up the study of medicine.

    在一位中学生物教师的影响下, 他从事医学

8. convert: change sth. from one form into another
That building has been converted into a school.
那座楼房改成学校了。

She managed to convert him to her opinion.

她终于设法说服了他接受她的意见

II. While-reading Activities

1.Text Study

Para 1

Central topic:
Environmental situation and the corresponding measures taken throughout the world.

Serious environmental problems have prompted many countries to take effective 

measure.

Paras 2-14 many countries begin to take measures to protect environment.

The Canadian government’s  measures to make up for the loss brought about by excessive fishing (Paras. 2-4)

Costa Rica’s  program to protect the ecological diversity. (Para. 5)

Brazil’s  action to protect the Amazon (Paras. 6-8)

Eastern Europe has been dealt with the contamination of rivers (Paras. 9-10)

Ghana has partially solved the problem of forest removal. (Paras. 11-12)

Some favorable change in the environment and some unsolved problems  in Indonesia ( Paras. 13-14)

B. Difficult Sentences:
1) But in recent years, as environmental damage has increased, signs of             change have sprung up in various pockets around the world. (Para.1)  

Meaning: However, because lately the environment is increasingly damaged, people in a number of areas all over the world have changed their attitudes quickly and even taken action towards the damage.
2) The following are a few examples of countries undertaking new environmental initiatives. (Para.1)  

the following: Here “the following” is used as a noun phrase, meaning what follows or comes next
3) ... to preserve the ecological diversity of its tropical rain forests.  (Para. 5)  

 Meaning: ... to take action to protect the varieties of plants, animals, and their environment in the wet forests in the tropics.
4) Much of the country has already been clear-cut, and soil erosion has            been extensive. (Para. 5)  

 Meaning: Many rain forests in the country have already been removed,            and a large amount of top covering of the earth in which plants grow             has been worn away. 

5) But in 1991, under pressure from environmentalists around the world,            Brazil reversed course. It ended tax favors that had encouraged clearing of the Amazon rain forest, and agreed to a plan to finance new forest protection projects. (Para. 7)  

Meaning: However, because environmentalists all over the world put forcible influence on the government of Brazil in 1991, the government changed its policy to the opposite, stopped giving tax cuts which encouraged people to remove the Amazon rain forest, and agreed to a plan to provide money for new forest protection             projects.  
6) The government promises it will protect the region’s native people,            but questions remain as to its true level of commitment. (Para. 8)  

Meaning: Though the government makes a promise to give protection to             the native people, the Amazon Indians who live in the area, people             still have doubts about its actual efforts to keep the promise. questions remain as to its true level of commitment: From the grammatical point of view, "as to it's true level of commitment" as modifier should follow questions immediately, but because it is much longer than the verb "remain", it is separated from "questions" and             appears now at the end of the whole sentence.
C. Key Sentence Patterns
1)  A, together with B, be/do...
Notice that when “together with” combines two subjects, the predicate should be in number with the former one. 
e.g. The president, together with his ministers, is going to visit Vietnam.

       总统和他的大臣要访问越南。
The central government, together with local governments of all levels, is making arrangement for the victims’ life
2) Clause+present participle phrase
Notice that the present participle shares the same subject with the main clause. It usually indicates reason or result.  
It sounds a good idea, but it remains to be seen whether it will succeed. 
3) questions remain as to/that...
Notice that the following words are also used in this pattern: doubt, fact, dispute, etc. 
e.g. I’m sorry you’re tired, but the fact remains that the job has to be done.

2. Writing skill----- Writing a paragraph of a proble-solving pattern


Exemplification (Illustration)

· In the first paragraph, the author tells the readers that he will talk about the different measures taken throughout the world to fight the deteriorating environment. 
· Then the author gives the reader altogether six examples to illustrate his point. 

Words / Transitional words that can serve as signals for exemplification / illustration include: 
example            for example     for instance           as an illustration

to illustrate          such as         in other words        specifically

another case         including       example             for example

for instance         as an illustration  to illustrate           such as

in other words       specifically      another case          including

Problem-solution Pattern
· When using the problem-solution pattern, the writer first tells the readers what the situation is, and the he poses the problem and lets the readers know what the results are.  Afterwards, he will make some comments. 
· Situation: Indonesians have traditionally favored big families, and their major religion Islam, frowns on birth control. (Para. 13)
· Problem: But with 188 million people, the country is now struggling to provide enough food, shelter, and employment for its people. 

· Solution: In recent years, the government has waged a massive as campaign to encourage birth control, offering inducements such as free trips to Mecca, the birthplace of Islam in Saudi Arabia. 

Cause & Effect

Words to signal a cause-and-effect relationship
since       as         because      due to 

   thus       

hence    therefore 
accordingly  as a result    consequently    in response

Typical sentences
1) (Para. 3) Now, 500 years later, excessive fishing has reduced the number of fish to dangerously low levels. In response, Canada has closed the area to cod fishing and set strict limits on catches of other species. 

2) (Para. 4) About 40,000 are now unemployed as a result of the fishing ban and loss of their fish supply.

   3)  (Para.14) The government has succeeded in increasing use of birth control from 10 percent of the population 20 years ago to 49 percent today. As a result, the average number of birth has been cut form 5.6 children per woman to 3. 
Comparison

Words that indicate comparison/similarity: 
similarly              in a similar manner       likewise         like    

in the same way        equally important         have something in common

· The author compares the different measures Canada 
   fishing resources—over-exploited—fishing bans—to protect the supply of some species of fish taken in six different countries and regions and their different results. 

· Costa Rica
   ecological diversity seriously in danger—environmental law and creation of parks and natural reserves—protecting the country’s remaining forests

· Brazil

   colonizing and developing the Amazon—discouraging clearing and encouraging forest protection projects—protecting the environment of the Amazon area

3. Reading Skilll-----Finding out word meanings
What shall we do when we come across unfamiliar words in our reading? Many times we can figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word from clues provided by context. The context clues that might be helpful for you to recognize the meaning of a new word include:

1). Some sentences give the definition for a difficult word with the help of punctuation such as commas, dashes or parentheses.

Example: A spelunker is a person with a strange hobby—caves. A spelunker crawls into a hole in the ground for just one reason: he enjoys it.
Explanation: From the definition we know that a spelunker enjoys crawling into caves and takes this as a hobby. So we guess it means “洞穴
2). Context sometimes gives examples to illustrate a difficult word rather than define it. We can use the examples to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word

Example: Perhaps the world’s most pressing problem is shortage of food, particularly of foods rich in proteins. Traditional sources of proteins are meat, fish, eggs and milk. Grains such as wheat and rice contain protein but in much smaller amounts.
Explanation: The context provides us with some examples of food rich in protein. So we know it is a kind of nutrition rich in meat, fish, eggs and milk, but not in grains. Therefore we can figure out the meaning of “protein” as “蛋白质”.
3). Synonyms (同义词) are words or phrases that are similar in meaning. A synonym is one type of context clue that helps you to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words.

Example: If you happened to be sitting in the woods outside the city, you might have witnessed a strange sight. You would have seen a very proud-looking man riding along on horseback, saying something to himself and suddenly disappearing down a pit
Explanation: From the context we can easily see that “witness” means the same with “see” in the following sentence. So it means “看到”.
4). Antonyms (反义词) are words or phrases that have opposite meanings to other words or phrases. Antonym clues can help you understand new words.

Example: Socrates knew how to ask questions that made people think. What is the difference between good and evil? What is the difference between beauty and ugliness?
Explanation: In this sentence, “evil” and “ugliness” are contrasted with “good” and “beauty”. Therefore, their meanings are easy to get, “恶的” and “丑的”.
5). Sentences before or after a sentence that has a difficult word sometimes explain the meaning of the word.

Example: The nations of Eastern Europe ... are considered the most polluted of all the world’s industrialized countries. Heavy metals from coal mining have contaminated much of the area’s waters. Rivers, land, and forests are so contaminated that many are now biologically dead. (Para. 9, Passage A)
Explanation: The sentence before and after the sentence which contains “contaminate” both help us to find out the meaning of the word, that is, polluted or made dirty. 
6). Word part clues. We can often figure out an unfamiliar word because we know the prefix or suffix attached to the root word, or the two words that make up a compound word.

Example: The great majority of nations concern themselves with economic development, regardless of its effect on the global ecology. (Para.1, Passage A, Unit 2) 
Explanation: We can find out the meaning of the new word “global ”, because we know that this adjective is formed by adding the suffix “-al” to the noun “globe”. 
III. Post-reading Activies

A. Summary of the text

    Environmental pollution brought about economic development in many parts of the world has prompted governments and their people to become aware of the dangerous environmental situation and to take effective measures to reverse the trend. Canada has protected its fish resources by closing areas to fishing and setting limits on catches of certain species. The result is that some species have recovered but a lot of fishermen lost their jobs. 

   Costa Rica has issued a series of new environmental laws and created nature preserves to protect its remaining rain forest. Brazil have taken measures to protect the Amazon rain forest. The nations of Eastern Europe signed a series of treaties to ensure the environment from industrial contamination. By bringing the birth rate down , Ghana and Indonesia have tried to ease the burden of population on the local     environment. 

. Revison Work.
to undertake initiatives采取举措

to bring (develop / exploit) a new source of wealth to sb. (for sb.)

为 ······ 带来(开发)新财源   

to frown upon不赞成

to convert sb. to the idea of / that… 使某人转变思想，使某人接受······观念

\to wage (conduct / launch) a campaign发起/ 开展运动

in response 针对这一情况

to set limits on限制 

to reverse course 改变方向

serveas a model作为典范

C. Exercises 
Do Exercise III、IV、V、VI、IX

D. Assignments 

1. Write a paragraph which starts with a general point with some examples to support it. Choose one of the topics: 
1) We can see pollution everywhere 

2) How to protect our enviroment 
2. Interview your five classmates and find out whether they have awareness of environmental protection. Share the ideas with other students and try to find ways to protect our environment.

E. Quiz ---- Vocabulary 

1. My brother's plans are very_____; he wants to master English, French and Spainish before he is sixteen. 
A. abundant  


B. Ambitious
    C.arbitrary   


D.aggressive  

2.  A culture in which the citizens share similar religious beliefs and values is more likely to have   

   laws that represent the wishes of its people than is  a culture where citizens come from 

   _____backgrounds.

A. extensive   

B.influential     
C.diverse      

D. identical
3.  We work to make money, but it's a _______ that people who work hard and long often do not make the moet money. 

A. paradox


B.dilemma

C.  prejudice    

D. conflict
4. The person who ________ this type of approach for doing research deserves our praise.
A. generated      

B. originated    
C.speculated       
D. manufactured
5. London is one of the important________centers of the world.
A. economical 


B.economic  

C. financial  


D. finance
6. The speech which he made________the project has bothered me . 
A. being concerned

B.concerned 

C. be concerned

D.concerning


7.  Our school has a________of $10,000to buy books with.

A.function    

B.funeral      
C.fundamental        D.fund

8.  Will you plese________all this rubbish?

A. remove    
 

B.transfer 

C. transport   

D.recover
9. Professor Taylor's tall has indicated that science has a very strong________ on the everyday life on non--scientists as well as scientists  .

A.motivation      
B.perspective     
C. impression      
D.impact
10. We took________under the trees when it rained.

A. shelter      

B.roof     

C. screen



D.refuge
Keys: 1-5BCABC  6-10 DDADA
Section B  Green Spaces in Cities 
I . Reading Comprehension

1. How do you feel about living in cities?  
2. What are the differnces between urban life and rural life? 

3. What does the government want to create in cities? 
4. What doyou think of the effects of creating green spaces in cities?  

II. Key Words Study

1. vacant a.  
1)  not occupied; empty 用的，空着的
2)（职位、工作等）空缺的
3)  茫然的，空虚的
There are several vacant plots in the area available for building on.  那个地区还有好几块地皮可以用来造房子。
The top post in the company was still vacant. 公司的最高职位仍旧空着。

His mind seemed completely vacant. 他的脑子里似乎一片空白。

2. literally ad. 1) 照字义，逐字地
            2) exactly 真正地
 Idioms usually cannot be translated literally in another language. 成语通常不能用另一种语言逐字翻译。 
Don’t take my remarks literally.

别把我的话当真.

Pay attention to the relative words:
literal: 照字面意义的, 逐字逐句的

literary：文学（上）的   literate：有文化的，识字的

literature：文学，文献   literacy：有文化，识字 

3. childhood n. [C, U] condition or period of being a child 童年时期

Notice: The suffix -hood is usually to form a noun, meaning “ the state or time of being”

e.g. neighborhood  邻居关系

        manhood   成年

        likelihood  可能性

4.coordinate v. organize the various people and things to work together effectively

If we coordinate our efforts we should be able to solve the problem.
如果我们同心协力, 就能解决这个问题。  

Notice: The prefix co- means “together, with”.
e.g. coexist 共存  

coeducation 男女同校制  

co-author 合著者

cooperate 合作

5. clean up: make a place clean by removing the dirt
The workers cleaned up before they left. 工人们把一切都收拾得整整齐齐之后才走。  
c.f. clear up: ；使明了; 整理, 收拾；了结, 变缓和
His explanation cleared up the misunderstanding. 他的解释解除了误会 。

Would you clear up this room before our visitors arrive?  客人到来之前,请收拾一下这个房间好吗?

I hope your troubles clear up soon. 

我希望你的困难尽快了结。

6. conservation n. [U] prevention of loss, waste, damage, destroying, etc. 

We should pay more attention to the conservation of wildlife. 我们必须更注意野生动物的保护。  
Conservation of water is of great importance in desert areas. 

节约用水在沙漠地区是非常重要的。

III. Text Analysis

Paras 1-4 The lack of green space is now recognized and understood as a problem.

Para 5 City planners have begun to work on a solution.

Paras 6-9 Some examples of projects on this problem in several cities.

IV. Assignments

1. Ask students to look up / search for information about environmental protection; the Amazon: organizations of environmental protection; the World Environment Day.
2. Read Section C, copy a thought-provoking/inspring quotation from it, bring it to the next class and share it with the class. 
n. 1. [C] strong impression, effect 影响                             





    2. strike, hit 碰撞，撞击





   2. [U] 碰撞，撞击





v. 1. leave a powerful effect  影响，作用





compare: impact, affect, influence 





1. Exemplification


2. Problem-solution Pattern


3. Cause & Effect


4. Comparison
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